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WALKING WEST HOBART
From the beginning of European settlement the primary form
of transport in Tasmania was walking. For the majority convict
and emancipist population – too poor to afford a horse or
a coach – walking was central to economic independence,
social ties, and environmental encounter. Unlike much of the
mainland, which was too dry for extended walks, a network
of footpaths (some of which were Aboriginal) weaved its
way through the wooded hills which fringed even the most
closely guarded private estates; connecting communities to
each other, and people to the land.
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WEST HOBART
WALKING

Over the last few years, WHEN members
have run workshops on solar hot water
and home heating, created a strong local
network of gardeners sharing skills and
produce, and walked all over to map the
shortcuts, services and history of West
Hobart. Check out our website for more
information:
http://westhobartenvnet.blogspot.com/

Why a West Hobart map?
The Walking West Hobart map is our way
of encouraging West Hobartians to leave
the car at home and to enjoy the delights of
our neighbourhood. We can be healthier,
more connected and resilient when we find
more of our services and recreation within
walking distance.

May this welcome map show us a way through for today,
and ensure that walking resumes its traditional place at the
centre of our common life.
James Boyce, West Hobart resident and author of “Van Diemen’s Land.”

WEST HOBART’S PAST

Who are we?
The West Hobart Environment Network was
formed in 2008 by residents of West Hobart
who were concerned about the looming
challenges of climate change and peak oil.
But we weren’t just concerned about these
challenges -- we were also grateful to be
so lucky to live in this beautiful suburb and
were inspired to be active.

In West Hobart this remained true through to the 1950s.
Older residents still recall using the paths which provided
shortcuts to surrounding suburbs. Many ran through
Knocklofty, ensuring the bush tracks maintained their
ancient task of connecting people with place. Evidence
for the primacy of walking in West Hobart can be seen in
the pedestrian rights of way built up and down the hills.
Few of these were built after the war; however fortunately
new corridors are now being created, although continued
development of hill country means that much remains to be
done.
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Suggested Walks.
• Rivulet track, following Hobart Rivulet (south
on the map). Flat, easy walking, historic,
suitable for cycling. Walk home via the
heart-pumping steps between Liverpool and
McKellar Streets (C4, pictured above).
• Leonard Wall Reserve (north on the map).
Excellent views.
• Knocklofty Park (west on the map).
Bushwalking, great views, frog ponds. See
the spot which the artist John Glover used as
a viewpoint.
• Pick an area to explore. The Devonshire
Square area (C2) is one of many where you
can find wonderful examples of local iconic
streetscapes.

Rivulet Track

• Bus-walk. Consider taking the bus to Forest
Road or to Mount Stuart and walking back
home through Knocklofty Park.
For children:
• Skateboarding: Skate park and John Doggett
Park (both at C1).
• Playgrounds: John Doggett Park (C1),
Caldew Park (C2),
corner Molle and
Goulburn Streets (D3), Lansdowne Crescent
Oval (B2), Friends Park (B1).
More information on Hobart’s walks is available at
www.hobartcity.com.au/Recreation/Hobarts_Walks
All efforts have been made to ensure this map is accurate at
the time of printing. Comments are welcome via our web site.

Pre-1850
Poorer classes lived in simple cottages with hip roofs and
central doorways: good examples still exist in Goulburn,
Bathurst, Melville and Molle Sts. Larger houses of this
period include 81 Lansdowne Crescent (home of the famous
artist Piguenit). Providence Valley received its name when
William Shoobridge was shot by a bushranger, but was
providentially saved by the carpenter’s rule in his pocket. A
quarry supplying limestone for the government’s nearby lime
kiln was situated in what is now the skate park in Browne St.
A sandstone boundary marker, marking the western end of
Hobart Town, exists on the corner of Knocklofty Terrace
and Poets Rd.
1850-1900
In the 1850s weatherboard cottages were often decorated
with iron lace or timberwork. There are many instances of
Victorian housing in West Hobart, providing a high level
of architectural consistency, such as “Caldew” (between
Faraday and Cavell Sts.)
Early 1900s
Federation-style houses were built with their signature bay
windows and front verandahs. The Knocklofty Brickworks
was established at the top of Arthur St. in the early 1900s.
Occasionally, while descending Arthur St., a horse drawing
a fully-laden cart of bricks would fall over, and the wagon
would have to be emptied before the horse could stand up
again.
Further reading:

1. ‘A Thematic History of West Hobart’, Godden Mackay Logan
[Hobart City Council, 2002]
2. ‘The West Hobart Story’, Joan Goodrick [Shearwater Press, 1993]
3. ‘This Southern Outpost’, Julia Clark [Hobart City Council, 1988]

